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Simple Present 
 

The "present simple" is used to express habits and routines, general facts, repeated actions 

or situations, emotions, and permanent desires; to give instructions or directions; to talk 

about programmed, present or future events; to refer to the future, behind some 

conjunctions. 

To conjugate the present simple we use the infinitive for the subjects "I", "you", "we" and 

"they" and for the third persons "he", "she" and "it", we add a "-s" to the end of the verb. 

There are spelling exceptions in the third person, depending on the letter the verb ends in. 

The rules are the same as those used to form the plural of nouns. 

The adverbs of time go before the verb, except for the verb "to be". When "to be" is used, 

the verb goes before the adverb. 

El "presente simple" se utiliza para expresar hábitos y rutinas, hechos generales, acciones 

repetidas o situaciones, emociones y deseos permanentes; para dar instrucciones o 

indicaciones; para hablar de eventos programados, presentes o futuros; para referirse al 

futuro, detrás de algunas conjunciones. 

Para conjugar el presente simple usamos el infinitivo para los sujetos “I”, “you”, “we” y 

“they” y para las terceras personas “he”, “she” y “it”, añadimos una “-s” al final del verbo. 

Hay excepciones de ortografía en la tercera persona, según la letra en que termina el verbo. 

Las reglas son las mismas que se utilizan para formar el plural de los sustantivos. 

Los adverbios de tiempo van delante del verbo, excepto el verbo “to be”. Cuando se usa “to 

be” el verbo va delante del adverbio. 

 

Structure (estructura) 
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Examples (ejemplos) 
 

Habits and routines (Hábitos y rutinas) Repeated events and actions (Eventos y 

acciones repetidos) 

He drinks tea at breakfast. 

She only doesn´t eats fish. 

Does they watch television regularly? 

 

We catch the bus every morning. 

It doesn´t rains every afternoon in the hot 

season. 

Does they drive to Monaco every summer? 

General facts (Hechos generals) 
 

Instructions or directions (Instrucciones o 

indicaciones) 

Water freezes at zero degrees. 

The Earth don´t revolves around the Sun. 

Her mother is Peruvian. 

 

Open the packet and pour the contents into 

hot water. 

You don´t take the No.6 bus to Watney and 

then the No.10 to Bedford. 

 

Scheduled Events (Eventos programados) 

 

Future constructions (Construcciones de 

futuro) 

His mother arrives tomorrow. 

Our holiday starts on the 26th March 

 

She'll see you before she leaves. 

We'll give it to her when she arrives. 

 

 

The meanings of the verb "to be" 

1. Exists. 

 

There is a rabbit inside. 

There is nothing in the fridge. 

There is a problem... 

There is a difference. 

 

2. Happens. 

 

The party is tonight. 

The meeting is down the hall. 

Come, it is over there. 

 

3. Located. 

 

They are at school. 

She is home. 

The food is on the table. 

 

4. Shows identity. 
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She is Alexis and this is Bob. 

Is he a singer. 

He is not a singer. 

 

5. Shows a quality 

 

She is beautiful. 

Is it stinky? 

We are dangerous. 

Exercises (ejercicios) 
 

1) Ben  (work) in a hospital. 

2)  you  (like) fish? 

3) She  (not/teach) English. 

4) Matthew never  (watch) television. 

5)  she  (play) football? 

6) They always  (eat) dinner at 7 o'clock. 

7) We  (not/live) in a big house. 

8) Valerie  (study) English at university. 

9)  he  (want) to eat? 

10) Samantha  (play) tennis twice a week. 

 

Simple Past 
 

The "simple past" is used to talk about an action that ended earlier than the current one. The 

duration is not relevant. The time in which the action is situated can be the recent past or 

the distant past. 

The "simple past" is always used to refer to when something happened, so it is associated 

with certain time expressions that indicate frequency, a certain time or an indeterminate 

time. 

To form the past simple with regular verbs, we use the infinitive and add the ending “-ed”. 

The form is the same for all people (I, you, he, she, it, we, they). 

In negative sentences, the auxiliary verb goes in the past ("did") and the main verb stays in 

the infinitive. 
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El "simple past" se utiliza para hablar de una acción que concluyó en un tiempo anterior al 

actual. La duración no es relevante. El tiempo en que se sitúa la acción puede ser el pasado 

reciente o un pasado lejano. 

Siempre se utiliza el "simple past" para referirse a cuándo ocurrió algo, de modo que va 

asociado a ciertas expresiones temporales que indican frecuencia, un tiempo determinado o 

un tiempo indeterminado. 

Para formar el pasado simple con verbos regulares, usamos el infinitivo y añadimos la 

terminación “-ed”. La forma es la misma para todas las personas (I, you, he, she, it, we, 

they). 

En frases negativas, el verbo auxiliar va en pasado (“did”) y el verbo principal se queda en 

el infinitivo. 

 

Structure (estructura) 
 

 

 

Examples (ejemplos) 
 

1. I traveled around your country last summer 

2. Yesterday I met your husband at the cinema 

3. He was the man who saved my life 

4. Did you see his face? 

5. We went by bus in that occasion 

6. I bought this car in January 

7. Suddenly, Tom appeared in my house and asked for his brother 

8. I didn’t think about that, sorry! 
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9. Did she go to the Paris in the August of 2008? 

10. They didn’t do it 

11. It rained all night 

12. Where did you buy those chocolates? 

13. I´m sure he was there, I saw him 

14. When I was a child, I didn´t like horses 

15. Last year I went to Europe with my aunt 

16. I wrote a note for you, didn’t you see it? 

17. Paul didn’t study for the exam 

18. We were best friends during the school 

19. Did you see the new building in the centre? 

20. They didn’t believe him 

 

Exercises (ejercicios)  
 

1) Last year I (spend)  my holiday in Ireland. 

2) It (be)  great. 

3) I (travel)  around by car with two friends and we (visit)  lots 

of interesting places. 

4) In the evenings we usually (go)  to a pub. 

5) One night we even (learn)  some Irish dances. 

6) We (be)  very lucky with the weather. 

7) It (not / rain)  a lot. 

8) But we (see)  some beautiful rainbows. 

9) Where (spend / you)  your last holiday? 

 

Present continuous 
 

The "present continuous" of any verb is made up of two parts: the present of the verb to be 

+ the "present participle" of the main verb. 
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The "present continuous" is used: to describe an action that is taking place at the moment, 

to describe a trend or an action that is currently happening, to describe a future action or 

event that is already scheduled, to describe a situation or temporary event and with "always, 

forever, constantly", to describe and emphasize a succession of repeated actions. 

El "presente continuo" de cualquier verbo se compone de dos partes: el presente del verbo 

to be + el "participio presente" del verbo principal. 

El "present continuous" se utiliza: para describir una acción que está teniendo lugar en este 

momento, para describir una tendencia o una acción que está sucediendo en la actualidad, 

para describir una acción o evento futuros que ya están programados, para describir una 

situación o evento temporales y con "always, forever, constantly", para describir y enfatizar 

una sucesión de acciones repetidas. 

 

Structure (estructura) 
 

 

 

Examples (ejemplos) 
 

1. I am writing articles on different topics. 

2. He is reading various kinds of books. 

3. They are playing football now. 

4. She is drinking coffee. 

5. He is going to the library. 

6. We are coming for shopping in this market. 

7. We are watching a movie in this Cineplex. 

8. You are shopping in that market. 

9. I am singing different kinds of songs, especially modern. 

10. I am listening to melodious songs. 
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11. He is traveling around the world. 

12. They are playing cricket in that field. 

13. The poet is writing romantic poems. 

14. The lyricist is writing realistic songs. 

15. Are you listening to realistic songs? 

16. I am not quarreling with you. 

17. Are you coming to our home? 

18. I am helping him to do the task. 

19. My mom is cooking beef with cabbage. 

20. Are you watching cricket on television? 

 

Exercises (ejercicios) 
 

1) (I / study at the moment) 

 

2) (I / not / sleep) 

 

3) (you / play badminton tonight) 

 

4) (we / watch TV) 

 

5) (she / not / work in Spain) 

 

6) (he / not / wait for the bus) 

 

7) (they / read) 
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8) (we / not / go to the cinema tonight) 

 

9) (you / not / read the newspaper) 

 

10) (she / eat chocolate) 

 

Simple Future 
 

Simple future has two different forms in English: "will" and "be going to." Although the 

two forms can sometimes be used interchangeably, they often express two very different 

meanings. Both "will" and "be going to" refer to a specific time in the future. 

El futuro simple tiene dos formas diferentes en inglés: "will" y "be going to". Aunque las 

dos formas a veces se pueden usar indistintamente, a menudo expresan dos significados 

muy diferentes. Tanto "will" como "be going to" se refieren a un momento específico en el 

futuro. 

 

Use "Will" to Express a Voluntary Action or Express a Promise (usa “will” para 

expresar una acción voluntaria o expresar una promesa) 

"Will" often suggests that a speaker will do something voluntarily. A voluntary action is 

one the speaker offers to do for someone else. Often, we use "will" to respond to someone 

else's complaint or request for help. We also use "will" when we request that someone help 

us or volunteer to do something for us. Similarly, we use "will not" or "won't" when we 

refuse to voluntarily do something. Is usually used in promises. 

"Will" a menudo sugiere que un hablante hará algo de forma voluntaria. Una acción 

voluntaria es aquella que el hablante se ofrece a hacer por otra persona. A menudo, usamos 

"will" para responder a la queja o solicitud de ayuda de otra persona. También usamos 

"will" cuando solicitamos que alguien nos ayude o se ofrezca como voluntario para hacer 

algo por nosotros. De manera similar, usamos "will not" o "won´t" cuando nos negamos a 

hacer algo voluntariamente. Usualmente es usado en promesas. 

 

Structure (estructura) 
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Examples (ejemplos) 

1. I will send you the information when I get it. 

2. I will translate the email, so Mr. Smith can read it. 

3. Will you help me move this heavy table? 

4. Will you make dinner? 

5. I will not do your homework for you. 

6. I won't do all the housework myself! 

7. I will call you when I arrive. 

8. If I am elected President of the United States, I will make sure everyone has access 

to inexpensive health insurance. 

9. I promise I will not tell him about the surprise party. 

10. Don't worry, I'll be careful. 

11. I won't tell anyone your secret. 

12. The sun will shine tomorrow. 

13. I think Sue will arrive in Paris at 6 pm. 

14. Hang on! I'll have a word with you. 

15. She will be happy with her exam results. 

16. They will take the bus to the South next week. 

17. Will they win the cup? 

18. Will you tell him the truth? 

19. Will she get angry? 

20. They will not stay here. 

 

Use"Be going to" to Express a Plan or Express a Prediction (usa “Be going to” para 

expresar un plan o una predicción) 
 



12 
 

"Be going to" expresses that something is a plan. It expresses the idea that a person intends 

to do something in the future. It does not matter whether the plan is realistic or not. 

Both "will" and "be going to" can express the idea of a general prediction about the future. 

Predictions are guesses about what might happen in the future. In "prediction" sentences, 

the subject usually has little control over the future. 

"Be going to" expresa que algo es un plan. Expresa la idea de que una persona tiene la 

intención de hacer algo en el futuro. No importa si el plan es realista o no. 

Tanto "will" como "be going to" pueden expresar la idea de una predicción general sobre el 

futuro. Las predicciones son conjeturas sobre lo que podría suceder en el futuro. En las 

oraciones de "predicción", el sujeto generalmente tiene poco control sobre el futuro. 

Structure (estructura) 

 

Examples (ejemplos) 

1. He is going to spend his vacation in Hawaii. 

2. She is not going to spend her vacation in Hawaii. 

3. A: When are we going to meet each other tonight? 

B: We are going to meet at 6 PM. 

4. I'm going to be an actor when I grow up. 

5. Michelle is going to begin medical school next year. 

6. They are going to drive all the way to Alaska. 

7. Who are you going to invite to the party? 

8. A: Who is going to make John's birthday cake? 

B: Sue is going to make John's birthday cake. 

9. The year 2222 is going to be a very interesting year. 

10. John Smith is going to be the next President. 

11. The movie "Zenith" is going to win several Academy Awards. 
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12. Jo has won the lottery. He says he's going to buy a Porsche. 

13. We're not going to paint our bedroom tomorrow. 

14. When are you going to go on holiday? 

15. The sky is very black. It's going to snow. 

16. It's 8.30! You're going to miss your train! 

17. I crashed the company car. My boss isn't going to be very happy! 

18. I am going to buy a new car. 

19. Am I going to play handball? 

20. We are going to sing at the party. 

Exercises (ejercicios) 
 

Put the verbs into the correct form (future I simple). Use will. 

Jim asked a fortune teller about his future. Here is what she told him: 

1) You (earn)  a lot of money. 

2) You (travel)  around the world. 

3) You (meet)  lots of interesting people. 

4) Everybody (adore)  you. 

5) You (not / have)  any problems. 

6) Many people (serve)  you. 

7) They (anticipate)  your wishes. 

8) There (not / be)  anything left to wish for. 

9) Everything (be)  perfect. 

10) But all these things (happen / only)  if you marry me. 

 

Put the verbs into the correct form (future I). Use going to. 

1) It (rain) . 

2) They (eat)  stew. 

3) I (wear)  blue shoes tonight. 

4) We (not / help)  you. 

5) Jack (not / walk)  home. 

6) (cook / you)  dinner? 

7) Sue (share / not)  her biscuits. 
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8) (leave / they)  the house? 

9) (take part / she)  in the contest? 

10) I (not / spend)  my holiday abroad this year. 

 

Present Perfect 
 

The present perfect is formed from the present tense of the verb “have” and the past 

participle of a verb. 

We use the present perfect: 

• for something that started in the past and continues in the present 

• when we are talking about our experience up to the present 

• for something that happened in the past but is important in the present 

El presente perfecto se forma a partir del tiempo presente del verbo “have” y del participio 

pasado de un verbo. 

Usamos el presente perfecto: 

• por algo que comenzó en el pasado y continúa en el presente 

• cuando hablamos de nuestra experiencia hasta el presente 

• por algo que sucedió en el pasado pero que es importante en el presente 

Structure (estructura) 

 

 

Examples (ejemplos) 
 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/english-grammar-reference/verbs
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/english-grammar-reference/verbs
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/english-grammar-reference/verbs
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/english-grammar-reference/verbs
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1. They've been married for nearly fifty years. 

2. She has lived in Liverpool all her life. 

3. I've seen that film before. 

4. I've played the guitar ever since I was a teenager. 

5. He has written three books and he is working on another one. 

6. My last birthday was the worst day I have ever had. 

7. Teresa isn't at home. I think she has gone shopping. 

8. Where have I left my sandals? 

9. Have you visited England? 

10. Has she met John? 

11. The children have made a mess in the kitchen. 

12. He has started a new job. 

13. She has finished her chores. 

14. We haven't seen her today. 

15. They have been to the mall twice this month. 

16. She has watched that show three times this week. 

17. Have I ever met you? 

18. Have you lived in the United States long? 

19. Has he had any coffee yet this morning? 

20. Has she ridden a bike before? 

 

Exercises (ejercicios) 

Put the verbs into the correct form (present perfect simple). 

1. I (not / work)  today. 

2. We (buy)  a new lamp. 

3. We (not / plan)  our holiday yet. 

4. Where (be / you) ? 

5. He (write)  five letters. 

6. She (not / see)  him for a long time. 

7. (be / you)  at school? 

8. School (not / start)  yet. 

9. (speak / he)  to his boss? 

10. No, he (have / not)  the time yet. 
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Zero conditional 
 

The zero conditional is used to express facts that are always true, such as scientific facts, 

scientific laws, general truths, etc. 

In addition to true facts, the zero conditional can also be used to give instructions. In this 

case we will use an imperative to express the instruction or warning. 

The order of the two sentences that make up the conditional structure can be changed. If we 

start with the (If) condition, we will separate them with a comma. If we start with the 

phrase that expresses the result, it is not necessary to put the comma. 

We can change the order of the sentences without changing the meaning. Also, in general 

with this type of conditional, we can substitute “if” for “when” without altering the 

meaning. 

El zero conditional se utiliza para expresar hechos que siempre son verdaderos como, por 

ejemplo, hechos científicos, leyes científicas, verdades generales, etc. 

Además de hechos verdaderos, el zero conditional también se puede utilizar para dar 

instrucciones. En este caso utilizaremos un imperativo para expresar la instrucción o 

advertencia. 

El orden de las dos frases que componen la estructura del condicional se puede cambiar. Si 

empezamos por la condición (If), las separaremos con una coma. Si empezamos con la 

frase que expresa el resultado, no hace falta poner la coma. 

Podemos cambiar el orden de las frases sin cambiar el significado. También, en general con 

este tipo de condicional, podemos sustituir “if” por “when” sin alterar el significado. 

 

Structure (estructura) 
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Examples (ejemplos) 
 

1. If you don't put sun cream on, you get burnt. 

2. If you get a virus, call the IT specialist. 

3. If water reaches 100ºC, it boils. 

4. Water boils if it reaches 100ºC. 

5. You get orange if you mix red and yellow. 

6. If I eat peanuts, I get ill. 

7. If you feel sick, go to the doctor. 

8. Don't open the door if someone knocks. 

9. If you heat ice, it melts. 

10. If my dog sees the postman, he barks. 

11. If it rains, don't go to the playground. 

12. If people eat too much, they get fat. 

13. If you touch a fire, you get burned. 

14. People die if they don't eat. 

15. You get water if you mix hydrogen and oxygen. 

16. Snakes bite if they are scared. 

17. If babies are hungry, they cry. 

18. If you don’t sleep well, you feel tired. 

19. If people use aerosols, they pollute air.  

20. If you heat water, it is going to boil at 212º F. 

Exercises (ejercicios) 
 

Make the zero conditional 

1) If I  (wake up) late, I   (be) late for work. 

2) If my husband   (cook) , he   (burn) the food. 

3) If Julie   (not/wear) a hat, she  (get) sunstroke. 

4) If children   (not/eat) well, they   (not/be) healthy. 

5) If you   (mix) water and electricity, you   (get) a shock. 

6) If people   (eat) too many sweets, they   (get) fat. 

7) If you   (smoke) , you   (get) yellow fingers. 

8) If children   (play) outside, they   (not/get) overweight. 

9) If you   (heat) ice, it   (melt). 

10) If I   (speak) to John, he   (get) annoyed. 
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First conditional 
 

We use the first conditional to talk about situations that will occur if a particular condition 

occurs. This condition is not certain, but it is very likely. In other words, we use the first 

conditional to talk about things that we think are likely to happen in the future. 

We use the zero conditional to talk about general conditions, which are always true. 

Instead, the first conditional refers to particular situations.  

Some modal verbs can be used instead of "will" to change the probability or express an 

opinion. 

Usamos el first conditional para hablar de situaciones que ocurrirán si se da una condición 

en particular. Esta condición no es segura, pero sí muy probable. Es decir, que empleamos 

el first conditional para hablar de cosas que creemos que es probable que ocurran en un 

futuro. 

Usamos el zero conditional para hablar de condiciones generales, que son siempre ciertas. 

En cambio, el first conditional se refiere a situaciones particulares. 

Se pueden usar algunos verbos modales en vez de “will” para cambiar la probabilidad o 

expresar una opinión. 

Structure (estructura) 
 

 

Examples (ejemplos) 
 

1. If you don’t bring your umbrella, you’ll get wet. 

2. If I leave work early enough today, we will go to the theatre. 

3. if it rains today, I’ll stay at home. 

4. If you put your hand in that soup, you’ll burn. 

5. f I study hard this week, I’ll go to your birthday on Sunday 

6. If you come tonight I will make dinner for you 

7. I will make dinner for you if you come tonight 

8. If you are late again, I will get angry with you. 
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9. If I go on vacation this year, I will definitely go to Greece. 

10. I will cook your favourite pasta if you come on Sunday. 

11. If I don’t study hard, I won’t pass the exam. 

12. Peter will come back to Spain if he doesn’t find a job abroad. 

13. If I do not finish my homework, I will not party 

14. If not study, do not pass the exam 

15. If I have time, visit my grandmother 

16. If you feel sick, you go to the doctor 

17. If they do not come here, we'll have to go home 

18. If it's cold, I'll take a jacket 

19. If I exercise, will lose weight 

20. If it doesn’t rain, we may go to the beach. 

 

Exercises (ejercicios) 
 

1) If I   (go) out tonight, I   (go) to the cinema. 

2) If you   (get) back late, I   (be) angry. 

3) If we   (not/see) each other tomorrow, we   (see) each other 

next week. 

4) If he   (come) , I   (be) surprised. 

5) If we   (wait) here, we   (be) late. 

6) If we   (go) on holiday this summer, we   (go) to Spain. 

7) If the weather   (not/improve) , we   (not/have) a picnic. 

8) If I   (not/go) to bed early, I   (be) tired tomorrow. 

9) If we   (eat) all this cake, we   (feel) sick. 

10) If you   (not/want) to go out, I   (cook) dinner at home. 

 

Second Conditional 
 

First, we can use it to talk about things in the future that are probably not going to be true. 

Second, we can use it to talk about something in the present which is impossible, because 

it's not true. This kind of conditional sentence is different from the first conditional because 

this is a lot more unlikely.  

Other modal verbs can be used instead of "would" to change the meaning and possibility. 
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Primero, podemos usarlo para hablar sobre cosas en el futuro que probablemente no sean 

ciertas. En segundo lugar, podemos usarlo para hablar sobre algo en el presente que es 

imposible, porque no es cierto. Este tipo de oración condicional es diferente del primer 

condicional porque es mucho más improbable. 

Se pueden usar otros verbos modales en vez de “would” para cambiar el significado y la 

posibilidad. 

 

Structure (estructura) 
 

 

 

 

Examples (ejemplos) 
 

1. If I won the lottery, I would buy a big house. 

2. If I met the Queen of England, I would say hello. 

3. She would travel all over the world if she were rich. 

4. She would pass the exam if she ever studied. 

5. If I had his number, I would call him.  

6. If I were you, I wouldn't go out with that man. 

7. If I had enough money, I would buy a house. 

8. If the present situation was different then I would do that. 

9. If I won the lottery, I'd buy a house. 

10. If I were invisible for one day, I could play tricks on my friends. 

11. If he weren't so stubborn, he would admit he was wrong. 

12. If she were a good friend, she would help you. 

13. If it were cheaper, I could buy it. 

14. If I ate less, I would lose weight. 

15. If I became President, I would change many things. 

16. If I saw Madonna, I would scream. 

17. If I had more time, I would take up a sport. 

18. If you spoke up, I'd hear you. 

19. If I were you, I'd say yes. 

20. If I were you, I wouldn't invite her. 
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Exercises (ejercicios) 
 

1. If I   (be) you, I   (get) a new job. 

2. If we   (not/be) friends, I   (be) angry with you. 

3. If I   (have) enough money, I   (buy) a big house. 

4. If she   (not/be) always so late, she   (be) promoted. 

5. If we   (win) the lottery, we   (travel) the world. 

6. If you   (have) a better job, we  (be) able to buy a new car. 

7. If I   (speak) perfect English, I  (have) a good job. 

8. If we   (live) in Mexico, I   (speak) Spanish. 

9. If she 
 

(pass) the exam, she   (be) able to enter university. 

10. She   (be) happier if she   (have) more friends. 

 

Third conditional 
 

It talks about the past. It's used to describe a situation that didn't happen, and to imagine the 

result of this situation. 

Other modal verbs can be used instead of "would" to change the meaning and possibility. 

Habla del pasado. Se usa para describir una situación que no sucedió e imaginar el 

resultado de esta situación. 

se pueden usar otros verbos modales en vez de “would” para cambiar el significado y la 

posibilidad. 

 

Structure (estructura) 
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Examples (ejemplos) 
 

1. If he had studied harder, he would have passed the exam. 

2. If my alarm had gone off, I wouldn’t have been late to work. 

3. If there hadn’t been so much traffic we wouldn’t have missed our flight. 

4. If you had told me about the meeting, I would have come. 

5. I wouldn’t have missed the meeting if you’d told me about it. 

6. I’d’ve come to the meeting if you’d told me. 

7. If I’d stayed at university, I could have got a masters degree. 

8. He’d have got the job if he hadn’t been so nervous in the interview. 

9. What would you have done if you’d been me? 

10. If it hadn’t been snowing heavily, we’d have carried on skiing. 

11. The company would have survived if there hadn’t been a recession. 

12. Would you have accepted the offer if we’d reduced the price? 

13. If you hadn’t invited me out, I’d have stayed in all day. 

14. She wouldn’t have given you a fine if you’d apologized. 

15. If they hadn’t won that match, the club would have fired the manager. 

 

Exercises (ejercicios) 

 

1. If you   (not/be) late, we (not/miss) the bus. 

2. If she (study) she (pass) the exam. 

3. If we (arrive) earlier, we (see) John. 

4. If they (go) to bed early, they (not/wake) up late. 

5. If he (become) a musician, he (record) a CD. 

6. If she (go) to art school, she (become) a painter. 

7. If I (be) born in a different country, I (learn) to speak a 

different language. 

8. If she (go) to university, she (study) French. 

9. If we (not/go) to the party, we (not/meet) them. 

10. If he (not/take) the job, he (go) travelling. 
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Modals of obligation 
 

As complementary verbs, modal verbs don't work without another verb. This other verb 

always comes after the modal verb and is in the base form (the infinitive without "to"). 

Modal verbs are not conjugated and they do not have time. 

We use have to and must to express obligation. There is a slight difference between the way 

we use them. 

Have to 

Have to shows us that the obligation comes from outside the speaker. We sometimes call 

this 'external obligation'. 

Must 

Must expresses a strong obligation or necessity. It often shows us that the obligation comes 

from the speaker (or the authority that wrote the sentence). Note that we don't use must to 

express obligation in the past. We use have to instead. 

Como verbos complementarios que son, los verbos modales no funcionan sin otro verbo. 

Este otro verbo siempre va después del verbo modal y está en la forma base (el infinitivo 

sin “to”). No se conjugan los verbos modales y no tienen tiempo. 

Usamos tenemos que y debemos expresar obligación. Hay una ligera diferencia entre la 

forma en que los usamos. 

Have to 

Tiene que mostrarnos que la obligación viene de fuera del hablante. A veces lo llamamos 

"obligación externa". 

Must 

Debe expresar una fuerte obligación o necesidad. A menudo nos muestra que la obligación 

proviene del hablante (o la autoridad que escribió la oración). Tenga en cuenta que no 

utilizamos must para expresar obligación en el pasado. En su lugar, usamos have to. 

 

Examples (ejemplos) 
 

1. We have to wear a uniform when we're working in reception. 

2. (Student to teacher) When do we have to hand in our homework? 

3. Al has to work tomorrow so he can't come. 

4. I must phone my dad. It's his birthday today. 

5. (Teacher to student) You must hand in your homework on Tuesday or you will lose 

ten per cent of your mark. 
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6. (Sign on a plane) Seat belts must be worn by all passengers. 

7. Children have to go to school. 

8. I don't have to work on Sundays. 

9. You don't have to eat anything you don't like. 

10. I must study today. 

11. You mustn't smoke here. 

12. You mustn't eat so much chocolate, you'll be sick 

13. You must see a doctor at once! 

14. I have to be at school tomorrow at 8 a.m. I have an exam! 

15. You mustn't touch that plate, it's too hot. 

 

Exercises (ejercicios) 
 

 

Choose the correct option between 'must' and 'have to'. 

1. You  touch poisonous things. 

2. Today is Friday and we  go to bed early. 

3.   travel for work? 

4.  He  take the exam. It's optional. 

5. You  pass a test to drive a car. 

6.  be open on Sunday? 

7. We  be late. 

8. She  reduce her expenses. She's facing high costs. 

9. Everyone in the office  wear a uniform. 

10.   be there one hour before the concert starts? 

 

Modals of permission 
 

As complementary verbs, modal verbs don't work without another verb. This other verb 

always comes after the modal verb and is in the base form (the infinitive without "to"). 

Modal verbs are not conjugated and they do not have time. 

Can 

We often use can to ask for and give permission. 
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Could 

We also use could to ask for permission (but not to give it). Could is more formal and polite 

than can. 

"Could" is used in conditional sentences. 

May 

May is the most formal way to ask for and give permission. 

Como verbos complementarios que son, los verbos modales no funcionan sin otro verbo. 

Este otro verbo siempre va después del verbo modal y está en la forma base (el infinitivo 

sin “to”). No se conjugan los verbos modales y no tienen tiempo. 

Can 

A menudo usamos can para pedir y dar permiso. 

Could 

También usamos could para pedir permiso (pero no para darlo). Could es más formal y 

educado que can. 

Se usa “could” en frases condicionales. 

May 

May es la forma más formal de pedir y dar permiso. 

 

Examples (ejemplos) 
 

1. Can I sit here? 

2. You can use my car if you like. 

3. Can I make a suggestion? 

4. Could I ask you something? 

5. Could I interrupt? 

6. Could I borrow your pen for a moment, please? 

7. May I see your passport, please? 

8. Customers may request a refund within a period of 30 days. 

9. These pages may be photocopied for classroom use. 

10. Students can register for fall classes beginning next week. 

11. Children under ten can’t use the pool without adult supervision. 

12. Mr. Smith, may I go to the restroom? 

13. You may go as soon as you have finished your exam. 

14. Retailers may not sell items below the manufacturer's price. 
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Exercises (ejercicios) 
 

Complete the sentence 

1. "I'm sorry, you are not ____ go backstage without a pass." 

2. "Mom ____ I go with Jill to the school play? 

3. _____ you lend me your pencil please? I left mine at home. 

4. Hello, ____ I speak with Mr. Smith please? 

5. He ____ go to school tomorrow. He has a fever. 

6. Waiter, ____ I trouble you for a glass of water please? 

7. "How long must we wait for our food?" "It ____ be long, sir." 

8. Are we ____ smoke in here? 

9. You ____ go to the beach dressed like that young lady! 

10. _____ you give me hand with this zipper? I can't quite get it. 

 

Modals of prohibition 
 

As complementary verbs, modal verbs don't work without another verb. This other verb 

always comes after the modal verb and is in the base form (the infinitive without "to"). 

Modal verbs are not conjugated and they do not have time. 

Modal verbs are used for prohibition. These situations are the opposite of 

giving permission. The modal verbs used are May and Can. They are used as negatives: 

• Can’t 

• Must not 

• May not 

 

Can’t 

Can’t is the most common way to prohibit something. It is not as formal as must not or may 

not, but it is the most common. 

May Not 

May not is the formal way to prohibit something. 

Must Not 

This is the third way you can prohibit an action or make a rule against something. 

http://www.learnenglish-online.com/grammar/modals/permission.html
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Como verbos complementarios que son, los verbos modales no funcionan sin otro verbo. 

Este otro verbo siempre va después del verbo modal y está en la forma base (el infinitivo 

sin “to”). No se conjugan los verbos modales y no tienen tiempo. 

Los verbos modales se utilizan para la prohibición. Estas situaciones son lo opuesto a 

dar permiso. Los verbos modales utilizados son May y Can. Se utilizan como negativos: 

• Can’t 

• May not 

• Must not 

Can´t 

Can't es la forma más común de prohibir algo. No es tan formal como no debe o no puede, 

pero es el más común. 

May not 

May not es la forma formal de prohibir algo. 

Must not 

Esta es la tercera forma en que puede prohibir una acción o establecer una regla contra 

algo. 

 

Examples (ejemplos) 
 

1. You can’t drive here. 

2. You can’t wear a hat in class. 

3. You can’t smoke in the office. 

4. You may not smoke in this house. 

5. You may not wear shoes in the office. 

6. You may not eat in the conference room. 

7. You must not use a cell phone. 

8. You must not write with pencil. 

9. You must not play music. 

10. What does this sign say? Oh, we can't park here. 

11. You can't take photos in the museum. They're really strict about it. 

12. Sorry, we can't sell knives to under-18s. 

13. Visitors must not park in the staff car park. 

14. Baggage must not be left unattended. 

15. Guests must not make noise after 10 p.m. 

 

http://www.learnenglish-online.com/grammar/modals/permission.html
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Exercises (ejercicios) 
 

1. Which is correct? 

 You may no use a calculator. 

 You may not use a calculator. 

2. Which is correct? 

 You can no park here. 

 You can not park here. 

3. Which is correct? 

 You may not wear shorts. 

 You may not to wear shorts. 

4. Which is correct? 

 You can't eat that. 

 You can't to eat that. 

5. Which is correct? 

 She can't has my book. 

 She can't have my book. 

6. Which is correct? 

 You may not smoke in here. 

 You may not smoking in here. 

7. Which is correct? 

 You can not leave your jacket here. 

 You can no to leave your jacket here. 

8. Which is correct? 

 You may no to play music now. 

 You may not play music now. 
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9. Which is correct? 

 You may play not soccer on this field. 

 You may not play soccer on this field. 

10. Which is correct? 

 You can't have more candy. 

 You can't to have more candy. 

 

Modals of suggestion 
 

As complementary verbs, modal verbs don't work without another verb. This other verb 

always comes after the modal verb and is in the base form (the infinitive without "to"). 

Modal verbs are not conjugated and they do not have time. 

They are a type of modal verbs that are used mainly to give or ask for advice. These modal 

verbs are should, ought to, and had better. 

Should is used in this case to express what would be the most correct or convenient thing to 

do in a given situation, that is, a subjective opinion. 

In contrast to should, which is used to express a subjective opinion, ought to is used to 

express a more objective point of view. This construction is used in contexts related to 

laws, obligations, regulations, etc., and express what would be morally correct or not. 

Never use "ought to" in interrogative phrases. 

Had better is used to give advice when we believe that if we act in a contrary way, there 

will be negative consequences. 

Como verbos complementarios que son, los verbos modales no funcionan sin otro verbo. 

Este otro verbo siempre va después del verbo modal y está en la forma base (el infinitivo 

sin “to”). No se conjugan los verbos modales y no tienen tiempo. 

Son un tipo de verbos modales que se utilizan principalmente para dar o pedir consejo. 

Estos verbos modales son should, ought to y had better. 

Should se utiliza en este caso para expresar aquello que sería lo más correcto o más 

conveniente hacer ante una situación determinada, es decir, una opinión subjetiva. 

Al contrario de should, que se utiliza para expresar una opinión subjetiva, ought to se usa 

para expresar un punto de vista más objetivo. Esta construcción se utiliza en contextos 

relacionados con leyes, obligaciones, reglamentos, etc., y expresar lo que sería moralmente 

correcto o no. Nunca se usa “ought to” en frases interrogativas. 
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Had better se utiliza para dar un consejo cuando creemos que si se actúa de manera 

contraría, habrán consecuencias negativas. 

Examples (ejemplos) 
 

1. You shouldn't smoke. 

2. You ought to practice more. 

3. You should buy a new bike. This one is small. 

4. You shouldn't drink any more. 

5. He ought to behave a lot better. 

6. You ought not to plead guilty. 

7. You'd better buy the tickets now. 

8. I'd better go or my parents will tell me off. 

9. He should study more. 

10. You shouldn't be angry today. 

11. Should I go to the cinema with my friends? 

12. We ought to go out tonight. 

13. You ought not to call him. 

14. We'd better find a flat soon. 

15. You'd better not touch that. 

 

Exercises (ejercicios) 
 

1. I need help, doctor. My baby doesn't sleep well. What ________________ ? 

  ?    should I do 

  ?    had I better do 

  ?    I should do 

2. Dave loves chocolate, but he _________________ too much or he will get fat. 

  ?    should eat not 

  ?    should eat 

  ?    shouldn't eat 

3. The airline only allows two pieces of luggage. You _________________ pack too 

much or you will have to take it out at the airport! 

  ?    had not better 

  ?    better not 
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  ?    had better not 

4. My mother isn't feeling well, so I told her that she _______________ to the doctor. 

  ?    ought go 

  ?    ought 

  ?    ought to go 

5. A: I'm so hot. 

B: You _________________ your coat! 

  ?    should take off 

  ?    should to take off 

  ?    should put on 

6. A: I think that the grade my teacher gave me on my test is wrong. 

B: Really? You ______________ to her after class today. 

  ?    ought talk 

  ?    should to talk 

  ?    ought to talk 

7. I'm going to visit your country. Where _______________ if I want to go shopping? 

  ?    I should go 

  ?    should I go 

  ?    ought to I go 

8. It's raining and I don't want to get my dress wet. I _________________ an umbrella. 

  ?    had better not bring 

  ?    had better bring 

  ?    had better to bring 
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